
Department of Gsnet@3, University cf Wieconsin, Madison 6 , Wis. 

March 12, 1952 

Dear Dr. Nobelr 

Please pardon my tradinsas in answering yours of the 21st last; 1 
was away at meetings part of the time and cgild not find time sooner. 

pour photographs, and more important, your confidence in the newfound 
zygotas of E. uoli were recefved with the utmost interest. 1 am most 
sager to learn enough about the stattsr (as you must be) to see whether 
SQEDB genetic teats by nay of aonfirmation can be formulated. ti you 
have managed to control the conditions of zygote oucurreme, could you 
send us sometime a) a slide that give some ides of the disposition of 
the material3 ad bj some concrete account of the details of the observa- 
tforls . G should like only to be the more dmtelligently preparsd for 
your vi3i.t when it 2x8 ‘;ortii7,es. 

A yeaz$ agp, 1 should have thought that the abesncs of the zygotes 
in the parmti cul’,wros thm~1~1v03 u~42A have been conclusive evidence 
asainst thsir si&ficance. Sore rsosntly, we (this inoludes ~avalii, at 
Mdut Milan, as well as ourselves : there is quits a U?4 flavor to this) 
have been accumrrletig evldeme that these particular culturea as, in a 
sense, sexually differentiated, ant? that self-matings occur $.r&rsquent3y, 
if at all. I should ventur to prsdir,t, howevsr, that ir the zygotse are 
valid, you wUl. find them I& - 50-161 although to c ~meti~tit lesses extent 
than in 58-i& x b-677 or x '-377. the latter tuo cuI.i;ures shotid, as lay 
firat guess, lsclt have them PA all. xn a aonse, this would be the first 
gemetio conXmi t&x. 

Following your suggestion, 1 have qritten to the Mockafellsr Founcidtion. 
As they have been supporting the wcrk of this laboratory, 1 m sure your 
applloation rrU.1 receive qmpnthetic cur,sfcler& ticn. %ere wS.l be time 
snow later to consider fI.mfAA. altsrnatives. Under any eirmmstaness, 
bowever, you woul;l gmkz probtrbla Ahave to fin& som ww of firmming: your 
passage. Have you looked into what we call the V*reverse-FulbrightTi program? 

4 
Of uourse ue shal3. be aost delighted to have yu-; apmd aom the in ’ 

our laboratory. !lm I w !;me smtiomd, our spaoe situ&ion se such as to 
recommsnd some pariod about one year fro= now, rather than earlier in t& 
1952-53 acadsmic ,cex.r. But by then, ;larha~s you ~42.1 have coapkekiy solvsd 
the cryto1og:ica.l. problsm of sex in K-12! 

Youre 8 imwaly, 

JOShUa Lederberg 


